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ABSTRACT

Uttarakhand, popularly knmown as Devbhoomi (land of God) is divided in two regions;
Kumaon and Gharwal. The Kumaon region has always Jacked identity in terms of their art
forms and architecture, in the past due to the rule of Gorkhas (Nepal rulers)in Kumaon and
the British empowering over Gharwal region. In the current scenario, Gharwal is home 1o
most of the tourist spots and popular places. This vesearch will look on the aspects of growth
of local artist, art forms, food, culture, architecture and built spaces through traditional
housing typology and communily spaces. This paper will also help us in unders'ram.i the
pattern of local markets which are either modernized or are influenced by' the Colonial times,
while also analyzing the migration pattern and the condition of Ioca‘I artists. It a{s? contains
the study of history of Kumaon region, art forms(like; apen, choliya dance, lnljzftra, elc),
their festivals(such as; ramlellea, harela, ghee tyar, etc). The {Ocal. community study,
vernacular architectural elements, construction techniques and dzversx{’icta_llorf of spaces,
based on functionality. All these may give the understanding of Kumaon's identity, and help

conserve existing local architecture and cultural fraditions.
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2. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

The research methods will be through primary survey of the Kumaoni community
secondary through literature study and statistics. There will be study of pattem of i

indigenous market, vemacular architecture and understanding of local community spaces &
f

housing typologies fi . ]
extinctionp gies for a better understanding of the Kumaoni culture, which is at the verge¢
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4. UNIQUENESS OF KUMAON
)N CULTURE
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Figure 12 kumaoni house with slate roof locally called pattar  Figure 13 kasth kala, wooden carvings at door, window

5. POTENTIAL THREATS

Kumaon has a distinct language called Kumaouni which is a dialect, currently almost
extinct. The rate of migration in Kumaon region is very high due to the fast changes in
lifestyle influenced by the urbanization trends around the region. This change can be seen
in the change of urban fabric, typology and utilization of historical spaces. The lack of

awareness of language has lead to decline in the Kumaoni music and cinema industry.

The younger generation in Kumaon are not aware about different art forms from their
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Figure 16 kumaoni language under “NOT SAFE” zone

Figure 20 These pictures shows a market done with local architectural elements, colonial period and d t
g modernization

Figure 31 The effec

tof modernizatidn can be seenin the clothing or attire also
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. ¢ TRADITIONAL HOUSING TYPOLOGY AND COMMUNITY SPACES
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Figure 41 Vernacular typology; showing goth used as cattle space, Chajj
being the connecting space between room and outside =

RS N T e B

The traditional houses will be seen with small openings,
small verandah in front of the houses which are sometimes
mostly used as connecting spaces between dwellings. The
materials used are wood, stone for framing, clay for
plastering and flooring, slate stone or patthar for roofing.

- e G 04 ST TN
3 oF G By = -

%= S

et o A Flayse
wrlas pd Lo Fyor Kt At

i d windows called Kasth kala
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7. CONCLUSIONS

This research shows certain factors which influence the lack of idcntil.y oI.' Kumaon'i Cullyr,
nns.r aﬁd out migration to the cities in the region, promotion of urbanization rcsu][fng in the
la;}i lzf communal unity. The urbanization trends have changed the urban Tabric of
Kumaoni cities and the original building typologies.

These factors can be addressed or rectified by the conservation of vcmz}cular architecture, e
new fabric can be product of the existing styles considering local housing typ?]og,ry clgm.cnts
and function of community spaces. The preservation of festival spaces and hc{]t.zlgc bun]dmg,?
will help the community protect its identity and retain its landmark on the existing Kumaonj
terrain, maintaining the sanctity of this historical cultural landscape.
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